
R E M OVA B L E  PA R T I A L  D E N T U R E

The secret ingredient
His old denture was giving him nothing 
but frustration. A prosthodontist had  
the recipe for success.



You might have a guess.  
   Plenty of people do. But nobody 
       knows the secret ingredient  
             in Morris’s award-winning chili.

R E M OVA B L E  PA R T I A L  D E N T U R E



“It fit so bad it cut my mouth,” he recalls.  
“I’d have a batch simmering and check  
the taste. When the sauce hit those cuts... 
man, that hurt.”

B E F O R E

He was missing teeth and his old partial denture fit poorly.

“One guy said he thought it was cinnamon,” Morris says, 
disgusted. “I never spoke to that man again.”

His rivals get tied up in knots trying to figure out what the  
secret ingredient is, but Morris says they’re missing the point. 
The secret matters, sure, but it’s his finely-tuned sense of taste 
that puts his chili over the top. And when that sense of taste  
was at risk, he had to protect it.

Morris had worn a removable partial denture on his lower  
jaw for years, but the fit was terrible, and he was at his wit’s  
end with it. He had taken it in for adjustments, but nothing 
seemed to solve the problem. 

The prosthodontist made a digital image of his teeth and jaw. 

Due to the constant discomfort, Morris was on the verge 
of giving up the denture altogether. To compensate for his 
missing teeth, he’d barely chew his food. He was drifting 
toward a softer, blander, and unsatisfying palate. 
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After a disastrous showing at a regional cook-off, a rival chef took 
pity and recommended visiting a prosthodontist.

Morris told the prosthodontist that he had a limited budget and 
did not want dental implants. He was looking for a removable 
partial denture that would fit well and feel secure, one that didn’t 
chafe his mouth and wouldn’t be difficult to clean.

The prosthodontist began by analyzing Morris’s teeth. An intraoral 
scanner was used to create a detailed digital image of his lower 
jaw. The scanner caused no discomfort or gagging, and the scan 
did not take long.

A  C U S TO M - D E S I G N E D  S O L U T I O N

The digital image was used to create a new partial denture that 
fit perfectly among his existing teeth.  

“I had no idea there were dentists who used this 
kind of technology,” he says. “It was like second 
nature for her. I kept waiting for the hard part  
to come, but it never did.”

Using this digital image, the prosthodontist generated a 
3D-printed cast of Morris’s jaw. The cast matched the contours  
of his mouth to the smallest detail. She used the cast to create a 
new removable partial denture whose fit was customized for him.



“My new partial changed everything,” he says.  
“Not a day goes by that I don’t feel the difference.”

Next, the prosthodontist prepared Morris’s existing teeth for  
the new removable partial denture. Tiny indentations were made 
in a few of his teeth. The clasps for the removable partial denture 
would rest comfortably in these barely-visible indentations.

The prosthodontist worked with a dental laboratory to create the 
prosthesis and the realistic-looking teeth that would be placed on it. 

At his next visit, Morris tried on the prosthesis. She used his 
feedback to create the final removable partial denture, which was 
made from a durable, easy-to-clean plastic.

In what felt like no time at all, his brand new removable partial 
denture was ready to be delivered. The prosthodontist showed  
him how to clean it and keep it in good condition. 

One year later, it has needed only minimal adjustments. It still  
fits great – and it’s keeping pace with his adventurous diet.

A F T E R

The new removable partial denture fit well and looked great. He 
could speak and chew with ease. 
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