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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Proud Moments 

Of the many perks of serving as president of the ACP, none
has been more rewarding than visiting state sections and
attending their annual meetings. I get to share information

about ACP projects and programs, what we’re doing to represent
the interests of patients, and how we’re advancing our specialty.

Georgia section’s annual continuing education program in
April continued their tradition with an address by the ACP
President. This year, they sponsored an implant course for
prosthodontists, oral/maxillofacial surgeons, and periodontists.
The three groups showed up in roughly equal numbers, and the
two speakers – a prosthodontist and a periodontist – had prac-
ticed together for years. The program included plenty of real-life
cases, practical advice, and a collection of contemporary evi-
dence to support the treatment decisions presented. 

It was a perfect opportunity to reinforce the importance of good relations
among specialties, and I stressed the point that each discipline contributes to
every other discipline to make it stronger and better able to meet the needs
of today’s complex dental patient. Such interactions are even more crucial in
the area of education, where residents learn from one another how their
unique skills can contribute to offering an ever-higher quality of care. “We all
need one another if we are to better educate our residents, care for our
patients, and conduct clinically relevant research,” I concluded.

A couple of weeks later in Michigan, Dr. Frank Tuminelli (director of our
membership division) and I took part in a lively discussion about state spe-
cialty licensure (see the Michigan section article in State News, page 5). I
learned much about the obligations prosthodontists must fulfill before they
can be declared “specialists” in Michigan. Most memorable was a comment
made by one of the section members: “This is the first time we’ve ever had
an ACP president at a section meeting,” he said. “We weren’t sure whether
the College really cared about us. It’s so reassuring that you’re here today.”

The meeting was highly productive, with full participation
and a free and open exchange of ideas. We left Grand Rapids
feeling that we had helped boost the spirit of collegiality among
section members.

In June, the Pennsylvania section met for a day and a half. A
speaker gave a presentation each morning, there was a golf outing
on the afternoon on the first day, and that evening had plenty of
opportunities to talk one-on-one. Members shared where they had
trained, why they settled in Pennsylvania, and how their practices
were doing. I asked questions about how the College was sup-
porting private practice initiatives. A couple of senior dental stu-
dents from Temple University had come to the meeting because of
their interest in training as prosthodontists. Listening to what had

sparked their interest in the specialty, I encouraged them and offered to con-
tact people at the schools where they were thinking of applying. 

On the second day, I spoke to the entire group, describing the programs,
projects, and events our College is working on. I answered a broad mix of
questions, clarified a few issues that had been raised in College publica-
tions, and asked them to join me in Los Angeles to celebrate the specialty.
In the space of only a day and a half, I had established many great connec-
tions with loyal and dedicated members. 

These experiences put into perspective everything I do as president of
the College. I saw the ACP in action at the grass roots level, working for
our patients, our communities, and our organization. Senior, mid-level,
and younger prosthodontists all shared an unspoken and underlying pur-
pose that had brought them together. They were excited to be prosthodon-
tists and eager to do what they could so that others could also experience
everything our specialty has to offer. 

These were proud moments indeed. 

Dr. Patrick Lloyd 
ACP President

Registration is Open
Pre-registration and prepa-
rations are well underway
for the 2005 ACP Annual
Session in Los Angeles!
Don’t miss this exciting

opportunity to engage in educational and social
events, catch up with colleagues and friends, and
explore new technologies and services demon-
strated in the exhibit hall.  

Registration is open by fax and mail.  Complete
pre-registration information and a downloadable
form for faxing or mailing are available on our
Web site at www.prosthodontics.org/annual.
Early registration is encouraged as space is limit-
ed on certain workshops.  We also encourage
attendees to book flight and hotel accommoda-
tions early.  The Westin Century Plaza Hotel and
Spa is the ACP Annual Session hotel.  A special
room rate of $209 single/double (plus applicable

taxes) is available to attendees.  See the Web site or
your pre-registration brochure for details and can-
cellation policies. Early pre-registration deadline is
September 26th.

Annual Session Expands Scope for
Attendees
As you review the Annual Session pre-registration
brochure or our Web site, you will find that we
have expanded the scope of this Annual Session.
We have added two new sessions to run concur-
rently to the general session.  These special ses-
sions include the Science & Solutions session and
Dental Technology session.

Science & Solutions Session
Moderated by Dr. Clark Stanford, this special ses-
sion will run concurrent to the ACP general ses-
sion on Friday, October 28 from 8:30 am – 4:00 pm.
This session will provide speakers an opportunity

Join us in Los Angeles for the ACP Annual Session
to present short talks on their area of scientific
investigation or clinical innovation.  This session
is broken down into five parts.  Part one, Outcome
Issues in Overdenture Therapy, includes Perspectives
in Implant Overdenture Therapy:  Perceptual (Neal
Garrett), Perspectives in Implant Overdenture
Therapy:  Functional (Eleni Roumanas), and The
Implant Overdenture: First Choice Standard of Care
for the Edentulous Mandible? (Steve Sadowsky).
The second part, Oral Facial Pain and Behavior, fea-
tures Jaw Muscle Pain and Proprioception (Radi
Masri), Mandibular Movements related to the Quality
of the Maximum Intercuspal Position (Niles Guichet)
and Emotional Behavior and Muscle Activity:  a TMD
Paradigm (Saul Weiner).  Part three, Implant Screw
Biomechanics, will discuss Implant Biomechanics:
Important or Immaterial in 2005? (David Gratton),
Biomechanical Considerations for Implant Dentistry
(Winston Chee) and Implant Screws – Why so
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This is an exciting time of growth and change in the ACP. There are currently many new faces in
our Central Office in Chicago.  As most of you are aware, we are currently involved in a search for a
new Executive Director. In advance of Mr. Cronin’s departure in July, the officers and BOD were
working to restructure Central Office and considered realignment and/or replacement of some staff
members. The core office staff has remained unchanged and other personnel modifications are con-
sistent to meet expansion of duties. We expect that our new Executive Director will complete the
refinement of the staff structure and definition of duties. All of these changes reflect a constant
effort to better serve our members, corporate colleagues and the public consumers. Please see the
listing below for your ACP Central Office Staff contacts.

Bruce G. Valauri, DDS, FACP
Chair., Central Office Oversight Committee

At Your Service…
Mr. Kevin Fitzpatrick, Associate Executive Director ext. 222 or kfitzpatrick@prosthodontics.org
Administration, Annual Session, other College meetings.

Ms. Katherine Healy, Administrative Coordinator ext. 225 or khealy@prosthodontics.org
Board of Directors, House of Delegates, Annual Session registration.

Ms. Pamela Insley Krueger, Director of Development, ACP Education Foundation ext. 223 or 
foundation@prosthodontics.org

Administration, Foundation programs.

Ms. Elizabeth “Leesa” Kuo, Continuing Education Manager ext. 224 or ekuo@prosthodontics.org
Continuing education, Annual Session exhibits.

Ms. Shana Smith, Receptionist ext. 0 or ssmith@prosthodontics.org
Receptionist, administrative support.

Mr. Richard Vivian, Finance & Administration Manager ext. 228 or rvivian@prosthodontics.org
Financial, account payable/receivable.

Ms. Lauren Whalen, Administrative Coordinator ext. 226 or lwhalen@prosthodontics.org
Membership, state sections.

Precise, exacting, strict, particular, meticulous,
critical and definitive are a few descriptions
that come to mind. For better or worse, most

of these qualities (although some may disagree) are
inherent in our personalities as prosthodontists. In
our professional setting, one could comment that
these are essential threads to the fabric of our
being. In a personal setting, well, let’s not go there. 

We are sought out to provide the highest quali-
ty of care based on our knowledge, experience,
and desire to achieve the most pleasing functional
and esthetic rehabilitations to all of our patients.
We can be and are generally our harshest critics.
That’s a good thing. In an effort to continually
improve the quality of the care and service we
provide, we are constantly engaged in self-assess-
ment. The perfect margin, matched shade, refined
occlusion and endless deliberations for contin-
gency treatment planning are all aspects of patient
care we cope with. Hopefully, it is creative and
positive evaluation. Self-deprecation seldom pro-
vides a positive result. So, what does any of this
have to do with prosthodontics and the ACP? 

Actually, it relates to everything that we do. I
welcome constructive criticism. 

It provides me with refreshing perspectives and
insights that may otherwise be overlooked. Note:
the key here is constructive. All too often, people
criticize others without offering a positive alterna-
tive. These individuals tend to have a limited social
schedule, poor sense of fashion and treat a special
group of patients. The College is its membership. It
is not an organization representing the minority.
The Officers, Board of Directors and Central Office
Staff all work cohesively to further the specialty
and service our members’ needs. The State Sections
and House of Delegates currently provide avenues
for individual members to put issues before the
membership as a whole. There are open lines of
communication to all of the administration and
“leadership”. There is a reason why we are listed in
the opening pages of the directory and not tucked
in the back pages hiding.

Anecdotally, there are members who have
voiced disappointment about certain activities or
direction that some projects have taken. There
have been surveys of the membership on an array
of issues; results conveyed and information
shared via a variety of communication sources
(Web site, E-Messenger, Messenger, blast email, and
the Journal of Prosthodontics). I urge each of you to
read what we send you. 

This is where the constructive part comes into
play. I became a student member of the ACP in
1984 and have been involved in committee activi-
ties since 1988. It has been one of the most
rewarding organizational experiences. I was
encouraged by my mentors and colleagues to be
active. In our democratic organization, your input
is essential. Openly, we share our goals and con-
structive comments. I would welcome participa-
tion of ANY member as I develop the 2006 com-
mittee assignments and charges. I welcome the
opportunity to engage our members and enlist
your participation on our committees.
Demonstrate your concerns by commitment to
being involved. Today, please email, fax, or phone
me and share your committee interest. Together,
we can further the College; impact the specialty in
the areas of patient care, public awareness, educa-
tion and research.

We are what we are and that’s a Great thing!

We are what we are.

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

Dr. Bruce G. Valauri, DDS, FACP

This year, the ACP Annual Session in Los
Angeles will focus on the future of prostho-
dontics.  It’s the perfect opportunity to pro-

mote the new technologies that will some day be
available to the general public.  Prosthodontists
have played a major part in industry advance-
ments and will continue to lead the field with
technological developments in the coming years.
We want to tell that story. 

The ACP would like to take this opportunity to
give the public a sneak peek at the latest dental
technology, a campaign we’re calling the “Smile of
the Future.”  During the Annual Session, our pub-
lic relations team will highlight prosthodontists as
leaders in new technology and scientific research.
We want to spotlight prosthodontists as a diverse
group who performs both complicated procedures
and more common ones. 

The goal of this outreach is to gain media cover-
age through local and top-tier papers as well as
magazines, television and radio outlets.  Here are
just a few of the topics we will highlight:

Future of Dentures
New techniques are rapidly replacing the more
traditional options such as dentures. Many
Americans are just beginning to learn about dental
implants and how they provide a more natural
feel with added security and comfort. 

Robotics in Dentistry
As the world of technology and science continue to
evolve, prosthodontists are exploring the use of
robotics to assist in creating the smile of the future.
We’ll highlight visuals and how this will impact the
average person’s trip to the dentist’s chair.

Restoring Smiles of Eating Disorder Patients
Eating disorders, such as bulimia, cause severe
destruction to the mouth and teeth. The acids in the
mouth of bulimia patients cause the excessive ero-
sion of the teeth. We’ll highlight some new ways
that prosthodontists can help restore smiles to
patients overcoming eating disorders.

Repairing Dental Damage from the War Zone
Soldiers who have sustained facial injuries from
gunshot wounds or bomb blasts now have the
opportunity to obtain new treatment.
Prosthodontists are using a new technique called
“Rapid Tissue Prototyping” to recreate facial tis-
sue around the mouth, and we’ll show the media
how it’s done. 

New Dental Impression Options
Say goodbye to the liquid trays once used to form
teeth molds -or impressions- for retainers and
braces. We’ll tell the public about new techniques
that eliminate the mess and offer a more conve-
nient and faster method of creating molds.  

Re-Growing Teeth
Imagine the possibility of losing a tooth and being
able to grow it back. Scientists and prosthodontists
are working together to discover a breakthrough
method using adult stem-cell research to help re-
grow teeth.  While still in the initial stages, this
topic has already captured public attention, and
we will highlight the role of prosthodontists in
future research.

Media Outreach Plan
Our media promotion will begin long before the
conference does.  Throughout September and
October, we will promote our story by first creat-
ing a press kit to be mailed to top media around
the nation.  In this kit, we will highlight visual
examples of each story angle, including before and
after photos.  We’ll then aggressively pitch media
at top publications, securing interest in our story.  

While on site in Los Angeles, we will arrange
one-on-one interviews with top newspapers and
magazines.  We’ll also pitch local television news
stations to cover the story.  We’ll use compelling
visuals to illustrate the technology.  In addition,
we will shoot TV-ready footage of on-site displays
and share the story with stations around the
nation via satellite, generating additional interest
in prosthodontics.

Because Los Angeles is the entertainment capi-
tal of the world, we will also contact top industry
reporters to discuss the beauty angle of esthetic
procedures.  And, we’ll invite journalists from the
Los Angeles bureaus of national newswires and
news services to the conference.

Finally, we will reach consumers in their cars,
homes and offices through radio news reports.
We’ll secure interviews with top stations around
the country to describe the latest procedures in
prosthodontics.

We are excited about taking the annual session
to the next level, highlighting these new technolo-
gies to consumers.  We will also boost the visibility
of the specialty of prosthodontics in the process.
We’re looking forward to seeing you there! 

ACP Annual Session Shows Off 
“Smile Of The Future
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PR 101
In our last issue, we described how the American

College of Prosthodontists approaches national
and major market media on your behalf,

advancing awareness of prosthodontics.  We also
discussed how the ACP has enjoyed great success
in small and medium markets around the nation
by distributing a series of syndicated news releas-
es called “Mat releases” to community and subur-
ban newspapers.  These cost-effective releases are
mailed as typeset, camera-ready proofs on CDs
and posted on the internet as downloadable files
for editors.  The releases make it simple for edi-
tors to publish information in thousands of com-
munity newspapers around the nation.

We also encouraged all of our members to set
up meetings with editors and reporters at small
and medium sized newspapers in your home-
towns.  Perhaps you had a chance to accomplish
this task.  However, we realize that you are also
busy with your practices and may not ave taken
advantage of this opportunity yet

In this issue, we’ve developed some additional
tips on how to make a crucial connection with
community newspapers.  Community newspa-
pers are daily or weekly newspapers in small
cities and suburbs, and it may be easier to meet
with a reporter or editor than you think.  Here’s
how:  

Send a word of “Thanks”
It’s no secret that prosthodontics does not enjoy
the name recognition of cosmetic dentistry.  You
may read stories about cosmetic dentistry and
wonder why reporters do not include any quotes
by prosthodontists.   It is usually not intentional.
The reporter may simply have no idea the special-

ty of prosthodontics exists.  Our public relations
efforts are gradually increasing awareness, one
media outlet at a time.  

However, if you read a story about cosmetic
dentistry, don’t be afraid to call the reporter or
send an email.  One technique that works particu-
larly well is to thank the reporter for writing about
the topic of dental health.  Even if the reporter did
not include information about prosthodontics, he
or she may have written some good advice.  Then,
introduce yourself as a prosthodontist.  Explain
that prosthodontists are the only specialists recog-
nized by the American Dental Association to per-
form cosmetic, implant and reconstructive den-
tistry – with extensive training and experience.
Let the reporter know that you’re available to dis-
cuss any of these issues in future stories. 

Provide Real Life Examples
It’s one thing to explain to a reporter what you do.
However, as the cliché goes, a picture is worth a
thousand words.  If you do secure a meeting with
a reporter, be sure to bring along visuals of your
work.  Before and after shots are especially power-
ful, because they show exactly what kind of prob-
lems prosthodontists solve.  If you have a patient
who gives permission to tell his/her story, it may
make an interesting feature story.

Think About Trends
Reporters are eager to report on anything that is
new or emerging.  Whether you’re using new
technology, new procedures or even new materials
being used in standard procedures, share that with
your local reporter or editor.  If you live in a small-
er community, you may be the only prosthodontist

Greeting the Media with a Smile: Some Practical Advice
in town—or the only one who is performing cut-
ting-edge procedures.  Reporters want to hear
about this.

Providing a Public Service
As you know, newspapers are filled with pages of
negative news.  However, editors are increasingly
looking to cover positive feature stories. If you
volunteer your services to disadvantaged resi-
dents or conduct any type of free or outreach den-
tal care, share this with the media.  Smiles literally
change patients’ lives, and when the patient is
unable to afford traditional services, the transfor-
mation is even more rewarding.  Sharing these
stories will bring a smile to readers across the
community. 

We’re Here to Help Tell Your Story
The ACP is here to assist you with any questions
you may have about the media.  If you need
advice or have been contacted by a reporter,
please call us and we’ll help by providing back-
ground on the reporter, key messages and media
tips.  We recognize that any positive news cover-
age about a prosthodontist helps the entire
prosthodontics specialty.  We look forward to con-
tinuing to educate the public and welcome your
questions and feedback as we work together
toward this goal.
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MEMBER NEWS

Veronica Alvarado, University of California 
Sara Barness, University of Minnesota 
Nathan J. Bauer, University of Missouri-Kansas City
Jacqueline M. Cash, UMDNJ New Jersey Dental School
Patrick A. DeRose, University of Buffalo 
David L. Dimke, Southern Illinois University
Jeffrey Fleigel, University of Florida 
Sergey V. Gritsiv, Medical College of Georgia
Jamie J. Heying, The University of Iowa
Brian G. Holman, University of Maryland 
Travis M. Howey, University of Washington 
Kristen B. Knodel, Creighton University 
Sung H. Kong, Indiana University 
Brandon A. James, The University of Oklahoma
Barbara B. Jurim, University of New York 
Sung-Oh Kim, UAB School of Dentistry
Hye-Jin Kwak, Tufts University
Tony Martin, University of Minnesota 
Francis C. Mecadon, Temple University 
Edmond Mgdesyan, University of Southern California 
Lawrence G. Miller, Jr., Medical University of 

South Carolina
Nikole R. O’Bryan, Boston University 
Jason J. Peacock, Baylor College of Dentistry
Rogue A. Penaloza, Stony Brook University
Ashish S. Naik, The University of Texas
Charles D. Niolet, UMC School of Dentistry
Anthony L. Ramos, OHSU School of Dentistry
Jonathan M. Rasmussen , 
Cory M. Resnick, University of Pennsylvania 
Lindy Rucks, UIC College of Dentistry
Kyle K. Schmidt, Loma Linda University 
Jeremy T. Vogel, Marquette University 
Cerina Wanzer, Virginia Commonwealth University 

New Students
Dr. Veronica M. Alvarado
Dr. Kuang-Han Chang
Dr. Jamey Y. Chen 
Dr. Andrew W. Ferrier
Dr. Michael D. Forde
Dr. Damon T. Jenkins
Dr. Theodoros Kapos
Dr. Diana Kogan
Dr. John W. Lewis, III
Dr. Kirk R. Preston
Dr. Julia Wittneben

New Members
Dr. Kunal Lal
Dr. Marina Sauco
Dr. Mojdeh Shayestehfar

New Life Members
Dr. John Y. H. Ismail – Retired Life Member
Dr. Anthony R. Patterson – Retired Life Member
Dr. Conrad A. Schwalm – Life Member
Dr. Myron S. Winer – Life Member

New Certified Dental Technician Alliance
Members

Mr. Brian Babey
Ms. Silke Finis
Mr. Jim Mack
Mr. Lannie M. Spencer
Mr. Vincent Verderosa

Student to Member
Dr. Steven Mantinaos
Dr. Malena Rodriguez

Member to Fellow
Dr. Gregory H. Kuwabara
Dr. Jack Piermatti

Reinstated Members
Dr. William C. Arendt
Dr. Richard S. Vanni, Jr.
Dr. Joseph A. Zagami

New Members &
Status Changes

Drs. Touradj M. Ameli, Richard Blustein, 
Alan Paradis, and James A. Vito were recently
certified by the American Board of Oral
Implantology/Implant Dentistry as Deplomates of
the ABOI/ID.  To earn the title of Diplomate, these
dentists presented cases for review by an expert
panel of implant dentists and passed a series of
written and oral examinations.  

Drs. Thomas Balshi and Glenn Wolfinger
hosted a course of their trademarked Teeth in a
DayTM protocol to TUFTS University postdoctoral

residents and faculty.  Attendees watched a 19
year-old patient with multiple dental and medical
problems receive a brand new set of implant sup-
ported teeth.  The patient was referred to the prac-
tice through Donated Dental Services of
Pennsylvania, a local brance of the National
Foundation of Dentistry for the Handicapped.  

Students also observed a patient receiving two
single Nobel Direct implants that replaced congeni-
tally missing maxillary canines.  A representative
from Imaging Sciences International demonstrated
the i-CATTM 3-D scanner and software. In addition,
a representative from harvest Technologies
explained about the SmartPRePTM platelet separa-
tor, used to make Platelet Rich Protein, the growth
factor proteins that accelerate healing time for
patients receiving dental implants.  

Earlier this month, Drs. Thomas Balshi and
Jonathan Ferencz, two members of the American
College of Prosthodontics (ACP), performed
prosthodontic procedures that were telecast from
their operatories to the MGM Grand Arena in Las
Vegas.  The two US doctors were among only
seven specialists worldwide selected to perform
live procedures as part of Nobel Biocare’s 40th
Anniversary World Conference.  Other clinical
protocols were beamed from Australia, Belgium,
Italy, Portugal and Switzerland.  

In Fort Washington, PA, Dr. Thomas Balshi
placed two titanium implants in the anterior max-
illa of his patient. These Nobel Biocare implants
were coated with TiUnite, a unique bioactive sur-
face that speeds the bone conduction osseointe-
gration process.  The procedure provided fixed
teeth for the patient replacing his removable par-
tial denture.  

In the MGM Grand Arena, more than 6,000 doc-
tors viewed Dr. Balshi’s 24-minute procedure,
demonstrating the incisionless guided surgical
approach for implant placement.

Dr. Jonathan Ferencz of New York performed a
prosthodontic procedure using Procera® crowns
in the anterior maxilla of his patient.  Two previ-
ously placed implants and two natural teeth were
restored with four Procera® CAD/CAM generat-
ed all-ceramic crowns to provide the patient with
an esthetically pleasing smile.  

Dr. Ferencz’s procedure took approximately 66
minutes with Las Vegas audience interaction.  

Both clinical procedures can be viewed on
Nobel Biocare’s Web site.

Dr. Charles C. Kelsey of Michigan passed away
March 20.  He attended the University of Michigan
where he received a B.S. degree in wood technology
in 1956. Upon graduation, he enlisted in the Naval
Officer Candidate School at Newport, Rhode Island
and was commissioned as an Ensign in 1957. After
serving 3 years in the Navy, he studied dentistry at
the University of Michigan, where he received his
D.D.S. in 1963 and M.S. in Prosthetic Dentistry in
1967. He was promoted to professor in 1973 and
taught at the undergraduate, graduate and pre-doc-
toral levels throughout his career, remaining truly
devoted to teaching dental students until his retire-
ment in 1999. A true scholar, he was an author, pub-
lisher, and collector of rare books. Memorials may
be made in memory of Dr. Charles C. Kelsey to the
Silver Club (c/o Turner Geriatric Clinic in Ann

Arbor, WI), the Alzheimer’s Association, or to the
Battle Creek VA Medical Center.

The Hedwig van
Ameringen Executive
Leadership in Academic
Medicine (ELAM)
Program for Women has
selected Drs. Carol A.
Lefebvre and Lily T.
Garcia as fellows for 2005-
2006. They are two of 45
senior women faculty from
medical and dental schools
in the U.S. and Canada to
be selected. ELAM is the
only in-depth national pro-
gram that prepares senior
women faculty for leader-
ship positions at academic
health centers (AHCs).
ELAM’s mission is to
increase the number of
women at AHCs in leader-
ship positions and their
success rate in attaining
and remaining in these
positions.

Dr. Lefebvre is a profes-
sor in the Departments of
Oral Rehabilitation and

Oral Biology at the Medical College of Georgia
School of Dentistry and the School of Graduate
Studies and is section director of removable
prosthodontics. In addition to her faculty position,
Dr. Lefebvre is the editor of The Journal of Prosthetic
Dentistry.  Dr. Garcia is an associate professor and
chair of the Department of Prosthodontics at the
University of Texas Health Science Center San
Antonio.  She currently serves as secretary for the
American College of Prosthodontists and chair of
the Council for the American Board of
Prosthodontics.

New York University College of Dentistry
(NYUCD) will present a major prosthodontics
symposium next fall to celebrate the contributions
of Dr. Harold Litvak to prosthodontics education
and patient care. The event will also honor the
commitment of Dr. and Mrs. Litvak to the future
of prosthodontics education at New York
University by providing an update on plans for
construction of the Harold and Sheila Litvak
Prosthodontics Wing.

The NYUCD Prosthodontics Symposium will
be held on Friday and Saturday, September 30 and
October 1, 2005, at the NYUCD. For information
call 212-998-9757, email dentalcde@nyu.edu or
visit www.nyu.edu/dental/ce.

The Litvak Prosthodontics Symposium will fea-
ture contemporary, evidence-based, practical pre-
sentations by world-renowned educators, clini-
cians, and researchers to enable prosthodontists to
expand both the scope and depth of the services
they provide. The symposium will be moderated
by Dr. Gerald Barrack, Dr. Thomas McGarry, Dr.
Francis V. Panno, and Dr. Bruce Valauri.

Dr. Craig Van Dogen a prosthodontist/maxillofa-
cial surgeon in Providence, was featured in Rhode
Island Monthly (May 2005) “Top Dentists.”  700
Rhode Island dentists who were polled to vote for
their peers whom they felt excelled in their spe-
cialty in Rhode Island.  The article touches on the
complexity of Dr. Van Dogen’s practice in rebuild-
ing ears, eyes, and noses in addition to teeth, the
challenge of working with emotional patients with
high expectations, and the prosthodontist’s top
priority in raising people’s quality of life.

Dr. Jonathan P. Wiens was
installed as President of
the Academy of
Prosthodontics during the
Annual Meeting in
Scottsdale, Arizona. Dr.
Wiens will preside over the
88th Annual Meeting in
San Francisco, California,
which will be held at the
Grand Hyatt on Union
Square, May 22-26, 2006.

Dr. Carol A. Lefebvre

Dr. Lily T. Garcia

Dr. Jonathan P. Wiens

2005 Undergraduates
Achievement Award Recipients
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Dentures for a three-year-
old? Implants for a
teenager? These are not

common procedures. Yet
they are common needs for
kids born with Ectodermal
Dysplaysia (ED). 

Prosthodontists are the
only dental specialty
uniquely trained and ideally
suited to change optimally

the lives of children born with ED. These kids
almost always require complex dental care and
may need dentures as early as three years of age.
Multiple denture replacements are often needed
as the child grows, and dental implants are an
option in adolescence. ED Parameters of Care
include complete dentures/overdentures, remov-
able partial dentures, conservative rigid, fixed
prosthesis, adhesive resin “bridges” restorations,
comprehensive orthodontic tooth movement,
selective extractions, crowns and fixed bridges,
implants and pre-prosthetic surgery. Because den-
tal treatment is complex, a multi-disciplinary
approach is best.

Who better than a prosthodontist to direct the
treatment for dental care this complex?

Several ACP members attended the National
Foundation for Ectodermal Dysplasia (NFED)
meeting in October 2004.  The NFED is a non-
profit organization that seeks to enrich the lives of
individuals affected by all forms of the ED syn-
dromes. What began as the quest of a Southern
Illinois farmwife, Mary Kaye Richter, to find infor-
mation about her son’s congenital disorder has
developed into an international charity providing
hope and smiles to children across the world. The
NFED’s goals are to aide in the identification of
individuals affected with ED and to offer support
to their families and their care providers. The
NFED stands as the largest clearinghouse of infor-
mation on the ED syndromes in the world, and
the sole provider of comprehensive services for
ED families in the United States, including dental
treatment funding.  NFED efforts include
research, a medical guide series, treatment funds,
educational meetings for families and health care
professionals, family support networks, national
advocacy and health care provider referrals. This
is where the partnership with the ACP comes in.

Dentures for a Three-Year-Old?
Contributed by Dr. Thomas Vergo, Maxillofacial Committee Chair

NFED leaders recognize prosthodontists as
holding the key to the castle for these kids.
Prosthodontists can provide an age-appropriate
dentition that optimizes chewing, speech and
swallowing functions, improving everything from
the kids’ nutrition to their social confidence.
NFED has asked to partner with the ACP in some
way so that NFED can refer their families to our
members who are qualified to deliver the level of
care that is so desperately needed. 

As Chair of the ACP Maxillofacial Committee, I
have been asked by the ACP Board to establish
this joint venture. I would like to create a network
of my fellow ACP Members to provide prostho-
dontic care for individuals affected by ED syn-
drome.  The members of Maxillofacial Committee
stand ready to mentor, support and guide you
(even if the idea of providing dentures to a four-
year-old currently seems daunting to you). These
kids need the unique skills that only prosthodon-
tists can offer them. If we don’t do it, who will?
The answer is simple: No one else can help these
kids like we can. Call the ACP today for more
information. (800) 378-1260 x 223. 

Northeastern Gnathological Society 
Contruted by Drs. Burney Croll, Liaison Committee
NYCCT Chair, and Leonard B. Kobren, Northeastern
Gnathological Society President

The Northeastern Gnathological Society Initiative,
a partnership between the NGS and the New York
City College of Technology (NYCCT), is in its
third year.   The objective of this partnership is to
enhance the education of students studying for an
associate degree in applied science with a concen-
tration in dental technology granted by NYCCT.
The educational objective of this two-year pro-
gram is to prepare students to enter the employ-
ment market place with a comprehensive knowl-
edge of dental technology.   One of the strengths
of the NGS Initiative is the externship program.
This year, in an effort to expand the number of
externships available, members of the Greater
New York Academy of Prosthodontics, a fellow
ACP Forum organization, have been asked to par-
ticipate.    

Externships for the students are taking place in
dental offices with and without in-house laborato-
ries as well as in commercial dental laboratories.
Guidelines developed as a result of discussions
with students, faculty, dentists, and laboratory
owners have led to allocating a greater proportion
of time spent by the students in the dental opera-
tory environment.  The number of days available
for the students to participate has been expanded
as a result of the enthusiasm expressed by the stu-
dents about their experience during the two previ-
ous summer externship programs.  Here the stu-
dents observe the processes necessary to prepare,
impress, and develop working casts at a sophisti-
cated level.  As a result of these externships stu-
dents report that they have a much greater appre-
ciation of the comprehensive care and attention to
detail dentists must apply as part of a team effort.
This experience is very different than what is
commonly presented to most dental technicians
who receive “on the job training.” 

The externship experience provides the stu-
dents with an opportunity to acquaint themselves
with concepts, textbooks and techniques beyond
the curriculum presented by the accredited pro-
gram at NYCCT.   Perhaps of greater importance
than the limited time spent in the summer extern-
ships are the relationships that have developed
between the students, the dentists and dental

technicians in the participating offices.  These rela-
tionships offer the possibility of continued men-
toring during the second year of the educational
program through contact with the participating
dentists and dental technicians.  It was both sur-
prising and interesting to note that many of the
students participating in the NYCCT dental tech-
nology program had virtually no acquaintance
with dentists before their externship program.

Through the externship programs students
have the opportunity to work side by side with
seasoned dental technicians in the real life envi-

Figure 1.  David Barthold, a student at NYCCT, observes
Ed Delgado, a CDT in the office of  Dr. Croll.

Figure 2.  Dr. Croll demonstrates facebow procedure in the
operatory for David Barthold

FORUM NEWS
ronment.  Students are able to spend significant
time advancing their skill development guided by
experienced dental technicians who are efficient
and productive.  A common comment from the
students is that seeing especially skilled techni-
cians work at their bench with the opportunity to
observe and ask questions has been invaluable.

The members of the NGS and GNYAP have
expressed a greater appreciation and respect for the
students, faculty and program at New York City
College of Technology as a result of their experi-
ence.  Most of the participants spent more time with
each other than required.  Members of the NGS
have been invited to attend and participate in the
yearly mandated advisory meeting at the College.
Here evaluation and recommendation is part of the
accreditation process outlined by the Commission
on Dental Education at NYCCT.  The NGS feels
privileged to be an active part of this process and
looks forward to making a positive impact on the
College program as well as to advance the extern-
ship program for next summer.

ACP Survey Results
Published in JADA

Dr. David L. Pfeifer, ACP Treasurer, and Kent
D. Nash, Ph.D. recently published findings
from the 2002 ACP Survey of Prosthodontists
in the August issue of JADA.  The survey
sample represented about 77.2 percent of all
active prosthodontists – ACP members and
non-members — in the U.S.  Results indicat-
ed that the mean earnings of prosthodontists
were 33 percent higher than those of general
practitioners.  Factoring in the cost of educa-
tion, forgone earnings in the next-best alter-
native occupation while in residency training
and time spent in education, the study esti-
mates an 8.23 – 12.18% internal rate of return
on prosthodontic residency training.

Nash, Kent D. and David L. Pfeifer. 2005.
Private Practice and the Economic Rate of
Return for Residency Training as a
Prosthodontist.  Journal of the American Dental
Association 136 (August): 1154-1162.
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Throughout the remainder of 2005, the ACP
will be executing a strategic media outreach
program to reach reporters and editors with

top national and local media outlets.  Here is a
brief overview:

National Outreach – New York Media Tour
This tour is a series of face-to-face meetings with
reporters and editors at top national publications.
It will bring prosthodontists to media – literally.
The tour will allow editors to meet prosthodon-
tists, learn about the specialty and discover why
prosthodontists should be consumers’ first call for
esthetic, implant and reconstructive dentistry.
We’ll also send Rolodex cards with our contact
information to editors in New York and beyond.

Radio Media Tour
We will book a Radio Media Tour with drive-time
DJs in top radio markets around the nation.  The
tour features back-to-back live and taped inter-
views via phone and an opportunity to spend
three to five minutes on air telling our story.
Radio media interviews are a great way to gener-
ate interest, as they often spark water-cooler con-
versation.  We’ll use the tour to drive consumers
to the ACP Web site, where they can check out
before-and-after pictures of cases.  

Public Relations Update –
Spreading the News About Prosthodontists

National Media Relations
We will continue to conduct aggressive media rela-
tions to pitch and place stories and sidebars in
national and local media.  This includes pitching
spokesperson interviews on morning/daytime
talk shows (Good Morning America, Regis and Kelly),
national dailies (New York Times, Chicago Tribune)
and magazines (Time, Shape.)  Angles include: 
• The most popular procedures in prosthodontics.
• Trends in restorative and reconstructive proce-

dures, including dental implants and “plate-
less” dentures.

• Growth rate of specialty over the next few years
and what the ACP is doing to ensure steady
growth and attract new recruits.

Camera Ready Feature
We will produce one Mat release, a camera-ready
news feature targeted towards local and regional
papers.  These features are widely used by media
that don’t have large enough reporting or photog-
raphy staffs to cover the kinds of feature stories
we’re offering.  

Smile of the Future
We’ll turn our 2005 Annual Session in Los Angeles
into a “premier” location for news about prostho-
dontists, giving the media a sneak peek at the
smile of the future.  The ACP will utilize presen-
ters as our experts for print and broadcast media
interviews, create a press kit that packages our
story for media coast to coast and shoot TV-ready
footage of on-site displays (visuals and computer
models) to distribute via satellite to TV stations
nationwide.

If you have any questions about our public rela-
tions program, please contact the ACP communi-
cations manager at (800) 378-1260.  We are looking
forward to great success as we spread the news
about prosthodontists in the second half of 2005!

Michigan Section
Contributed by Dr. Frank Tuminelli, Membership
Division Director

On May 14th 2005, ACP President Patrick Lloyd
and Membership Division Director Frank J.
Tuminelli attended a meeting of the combined
Michigan State Prosthodontic Society (MSP) and
ACP Michigan section. 

As with other states that require specialty licen-
sure to declare oneself as such, Michigan adminis-
ters its own examination and certifying process.
Trained prosthodontists need to complete either
the ABP or the MSP specialty examination in

STATE NEWS
order to list themselves as specialists in Michigan.
Our meeting focused on the need to improve
patient access to trained prosthodontists’ care.

The members of the MSP were genuinely recep-
tive to forging a new allegiance with the ACP.
With this in mind, it was proposed the ACP sec-
tion in Michigan would now become the lead state
representation for the specialty. A council would
be formed within the organizational structure of
the section and have as a defined role interfacing
with the legislative components in Michigan and
addressing state specialty issues as they pertain to
prosthodontics. Consistent with ACP bylaws, the
ACP has committed to support the goal of certifi-

cation of all prosthodontists in Michigan. ACP
President Lloyd has pledged to continue working
with the prosthodontists in Michigan to develop a
plan that best serves the professional community
and the public.

This meeting represented a significant event for
the college and the MSP and is hoped will foster a
new era of cooperation and commitment on all
levels so that the goals of all prosthodontists can
be realized.

Important? (Hoda Aboyoussef).  The penultimate
part, Management of Oral Craniofacial Syndromes,
covers Treatment of Children with Oral craniofacial
Syndromes (Kendra Schaefer) and Clinical Rapid
Prototyping in Prosthodontics and Maxillofacial
Prosthetics (Thomas Cowper).  Finally,
Prosthodontic Tissue Engineering, reviews Cell-Based
Bone Grafting Strategies (Michael McCracken),
Biological Considerations for Prosthodontics: Potential
Future Applications (Galen Schneider) and Rapid
and Predictable Correction of Combination Syndrome
(Edward Amet).

Be sure to join the speakers in lively inter-
change on these pertinent topics.   

Dental Technology Session
Moderated by Dr. Larry West, this special session
will run concurrent to the ACP general session on
Saturday, October 29 from 8:00 am – 12:15 pm.
This new session features a variety of outstanding
dental technologists presenting current topics
including Predictable Prosthetic Treatment for the
Completely Edentulous Patient (Robert Kreyer, CDT
and Dr. Timothy Miller), The Use of CAD/CAM
Abutments when Restoring Dental Implants with
Varying Gingival Esthetic Requirements (Walter
Haechler, MDT and Dr. Lampert Stumpel),
Advanced Ceramic Techniques (Donald Cornell,
CDT) and Key Steps and Communication (Michel
Magne, MDT).  Presentations will explore the
newest applications of dental technology in full
denture techniques, ceramic techniques that pro-
duce the ultimate in esthetic results and laser
assembly of implant substructures. This exciting
and informative technological program will
explore the new horizons in dental technology

and provide techniques and concepts that can be
applied to the practices of prosthodontists and
dental technologists.

Bring your technician, assistants and other col-
leagues for these exciting and informative special
sessions!

Social Events
Kick off your 2005 Annual Session experience with
some of your favorite Hollywood legends, your
colleagues and friends in this relaxed and conge-
nial setting at the Welcome Reception Wednesday,
October 26 at 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.  On Thursday,
October 27, join us in thanking our corporate
friends for their support of the specialty at the
Exhibitor/Attendee Reception from 4:30 pm –
5:30 pm.  (Includes light hors d’oeuvres and a cash
bar.)  This is a great time to reacquaint yourself
with past friends and establish new contacts in the
corporate community.  

Annual Luncheon
Celebrate another great year of achievements! This
lunch on Friday, October 28 at 12:30 pm – 2:30 pm
honors and acknowledges individuals who have
made significant contributions to the College
and/or specialty during the past year.  Also, join us
as we induct our new 2006 president, Dr. Bruce
Valauri.

Alliance Reception
The ACP is also proud to present the ACP Dental
Technician’s Alliance 1st Annual Reception in Los
Angeles.   Join colleagues and friends and enjoy
light hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar Friday,
October 28th at 4:00 pm – 5:30 pm.  

As you know, the Alliance is a special member-
ship within the ACP for certified dental laboratory
technicians.  The purpose of the program is to fos-
ter a team-building mechanism between techni-
cians and their prosthodontic partners.  In addition
to the Alliance’s new regular column in the
Messenger (see page 13), the ACP is delighted to
offer this new opportunity for our Alliance mem-
bers and dental technology colleagues.

Student/New Prosthodontist Reception
Mingle with other new and soon-to-be prostho-
dontists on Friday, October 28th at 4:30 pm – 5:30
pm.  This is an excellent opportunity to mix and
mingle with fellow students and new profession-
als as well as key ACP directors in attendance to
offer congratulations, support, and advice. 

Military Events
The ACP regularly hosts military events including
the Air Force Reception and Navy Reception on
Thursday, October 27 at 5:00pm – 6:30pm and the
Army Breakfast and VA Breakfast on Saturday,
October 29 at 7:00am – 8:00am.  Join Federal
Services colleagues at these special events honor-
ing your federal services and prosthodontic com-
mitments.

We are all looking forward to an excellent 2005
Annual Session.  Help make this the best Annual
Session yet. Register today and invite friends, col-
leagues and staff to participate in this exciting
occasion.

Have a safe trip to Los Angeles and see you soon!

Join us in Los Angeles for the ACP Annual Session Continued from page 1
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Class I Class II Class III Class IV
Bone Height-Madibular

21 mm or greater

16-20 mm

11-15 mm

10 mm or less

Residual Ridge Morphology-Maxilla
Type A-resists vertical & horizontal, hamular notch, no tori

Type B-no buccal vest., poor hamular notch, no tori

Type C-no ant vest, min support, mobile ant ridge

Type D-no ant/post vest, tori, redundant tissue

Muscle Attachments-Mandibular
Type A-adequate attached mucosa

Type B-no b attach mucosa (22-27), +mentalis m

Type C-no ant b&l vest (22-27), +genio & mentalis m

Type D-att mucosa in post only

Type E-no att mucosa, cheek/lip moves tongue

Maxillomandibular Relationships
Class I

Class II

Class III

Conditions Requiring Preprosthetic Surgery
Minor soft tissue procedures

Minor hard tissue procedures

Implants - simple

Implants with bone graft - complex

Correction of dentofacial deformities

Hard tissue augmentation

Major soft tissue revisions

Limited Interarch Space
18-20 mm

Surgical correction needed

Tongue Anatomy
Large (occludes interdental space)

Hyperactive- with retracted position

Modifiers
Oral manifestation of systemic disease

mild

moderate

severe

Psychosocial

moderate

major

TMD Symptoms

Hx of paresthesia or dysesthesia

Maxillofacial defects

Ataxia

Refractory Patient

Guidelines for use of the worksheet

1. Any single criterion of a more complex class places the patient into the more complex class.
2. Initial preprosthetic treatment and/or adjunctive therapy can change the initial classification level.
3. In the situation where the patient presents with an edentulous maxilla opposing a partially edentulous mandible, 

each arch is diagnosed with the appropriate classification system.

Prosthodontic Diagnostic Index
Checklists Revised July 2005

Checklist for Classification of Complete Edentulism 
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Class I Class II Class III Class IV
Location & Extent of Edentulous Areas

Ideal or minimally compromised-single arch

Moderately compromised-both arches

Substantially compromised- >3 teeth

Severely compromised-guarded prognosis

Congenital or acquired maxillofacial defect

Abutment Condition
Ideal or minimally compromised

Moderately compromised - 1-2 sextants

Substantially compromised - 3 sextants

Severely compromised - 4 or more sextants

Occlusion
Ideal or minimally compromised

Moderately compromised-local adjunctive tx

Substantially compromised-occlusal scheme

Severely compromised-change in OVD

Residual Ridge
Class I Edentulous

Class II Edentulous

Class III Edentulous

Class IV Edentulous

Conditions Creating a Guarded Prognosis
Severe oral manifestations of systemic disease

Maxillomandibular dyskinesia and/or ataxia

Refractory patient

Guidelines for use of the worksheet

1. Any single criterion of a more complex class places the patient into the more complex class.
2. Consideration of future treatment procedures must not influence the diagnostic level. 
3. Initial preprosthetic treatment and/or adjunctive therapy can change the initial classification level.
4. If there is an esthetic concern/challenge, the classification is increased in complexity by one level in Class I and II patients.
5. In the presence of TMD symptoms, the classification is increased in complexity by one or more levels in Class I and II patients.
6. In the situation where the patient presents with an edentulous maxilla opposing a partially edentulous mandible, each arch is 

diagnosed with the appropriate classification system.

Class I Class II Class III Class IV
Teeth Condition

Ideal or minimally compromised (3 or less teeth)

Moderately compromised-two sextants/oppose arches

Substantially compromised-3-5 sextants/oppose arches

Severely compromised-all sextants

Occlusal Scheme
Ideal or minimally compromised

Moderately compromised-anterior guidance

Substantially compromised-occlusal scheme

Severely compromised-change in VDO

Conditions Creating a Guarded Prognosis
Severe oral manifestations of systemic disease

Maxillomandibular dyskinesia and/or ataxia

Refractory patient

Guidelines for use of the worksheet
1. Any single criterion of a more complex class places the patient into the more complex class.
2. Consideration of future treatment procedures must not influence the diagnostic level. 
3. Hopeless teeth should not be considered in applying the classification.
4. Initial preprosthetic treatment and/or adjunctive therapy can change the initial classification level.
5. If there is an esthetic concern/challenge, the classification is increased in complexity by one level.
6. In the presence of TMD symptoms, the classification is increased in complexity by one or more levels.

Checklist for Classification of Partial Edentulism 

Checklist for Classification of Dentate Patients
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the education of future technicians so that their
skill sets and experiences upon graduation meet
the high-tech requirements of today’s leaders in
prosthetic dentistry and the laboratories that serve
them. The NYCCT offers the only accredited den-
tal technician program in the area. The school’s
cooperation with the NGS has expanded its cur-
riculum to include NGS technology seminars and
programs and an opportunity for every student to
engage in internships and externships to introduc-
ing students to all aspects of the clinical evaluation
and techniques required to deliver prosthodontic
treatment at the highest level.

The NGS and the NYCCT came to the
Foundation seeking $10,000 to upgrade the
school’s equipment so that students have access to
and experience with the types of technologies they
will require expertise with in the field when part-
nering with prosthodontists in delivering the
highest quality care.

This program can serve as a model for other
dental technician programs.

Start-Up Costs to Assist a New Post-
Graduate Prosthodontics Program
The Foundation approved a $20,000 grant to help
cover some of the costs of opening a new post-
graduate prosthodontics program at Queens
Hospital in New York. The new program was initi-
ated on July 1, 2004 with three residents and has
received the requisite Initial Accreditation status
from the Commission on Dental Accreditation
with no adverse recommendations. 

At its February meeting, the ACPEF Board of
Directors voted to provide grants to the following
programs and projects.

Scholarships: $100,000
Up from $80,000 allocated for scholarships in 2004
and $10,000 per year in all previous years. The
increased investment allowed the Board to follow
the ACPEF Awards Committee’s recommendation
to create a new scholarship for 2005. Previously,
only first-year students were eligible to receive
support from the ACPEF.  This year, in addition to
the continuing program of $2,500 awards for first-
year students, each program director was asked to
select one student in his or her program to receive
$1,000.

Pre-ADEA Meeting Educators’ Symposium:
$60,000 for Partial Underwriting
Following last year’s overwhelmingly successful
pre-ADEA symposium, Creating a New Vision for
Prosthodontic Education, the ACPEF Board voted to
provide funding for the 2005 pre-ADEA meeting
symposium, Enhancing Learning Through an
Electronic Prosthodontic Curriculum.  Held on
March 4, 2005, more than 80 percent of partici-
pants rated the program good or excellent. 

Continue and Expand the ACP’s Search
Engine Project: $50,000
The ACPEF committed $36,000 in 2004 for this
program that displays the ACP Web site first
whenever a person is searching the Internet for
information on prosthodontic-related dental con-

cerns. Hits on the Find a Prosthodontist feature of
the ACP Web site increased 79% in 2004 as a result
of the ACPEF’s investment.  

Continue to Assist the ACP in its Public
Relations Program: $95,000
In 2004, the ACP’s public relations outreach (with
the assistance of the ACPEF) put prosthodontics
in the Wall Street Journal and USA Today and in
front of more than 6 million television viewers on
local news health segments. The ACPEF commit-
ted $95,000 to supplement the ACP’s investment
of $200,000 for 2005.

Support for a Fellowship Designed to
Encourage Academic Careers: $8,333 per
year for three years
The Graser Fellowship Fund launched by
Dentistry at the University of Rochester provides
funding to encourage recruitment and retention of
qualified faculty who are capable of providing
quality prosthodontic education to the undergrad-
uate dental student and who can stimulate and
nurture a grassroots interest in the student to
desire pursuing the specialty. 

Funding to Advance a Model Program to
Enhance Dental Technician Training
Program
The Northeastern Gnathological Society(NGS) is
dedicated to the advancement of the relationship
between the dentist and the technician. The NGS
has developed a relationship with the New York
City College of Technology (NYCCT) to enhance

ACPEF 2005 Grants

Great news from the ACPEF! The 2005 Annual Appeal is 400% ahead of last year’s appeal through
early June (currently at $42,303 compared to 2004’s $9,575). Thanks to all who have contributed!

ACPEF Donors March 1, 2005 through June 8, 2005.

Visionary 
(gifts of $5,000 or more)
Susan E. Brackett, DDS MS, 

Oklahoma City

Director 
(gifts of $2,500 to $4,999)
Eric M. Gordon, DMD, Red Bank, NJ
James M. Stein, DMD, Boston, MA

Sustainer 
(gifts of $1,000 to $2,499)
Dr Edward A. Davies and Mrs. Suzanne

T. Davies, Redding Ridge, CT
Dentsply International
Igor Gerzon, DDS, New York, NY
Gregory N. Guichet, DDS, Orange, CA
Stephen I. Hudis, DDS, Princeton, NJ
Chris Haganman, MS DDS, 

Cedar Rapids, IA
Ann S. Keisler (for the John J. Sharry

Research Competition) 
Leonard B. Kobren, DDS, 

White Plains, NY
Harold Litvak, DMD, New York, NY
Patrick M. Lloyd, DDS, MS, 

Minneapolis, MN
Pacific Coast Society for Prosthodontics
C. Scott Schmitt, DMD, MS, Maitland, FL

Leader (gifts of $500 to $999)
Charles F. DeFreest, DDS, 

San Antonio, TX
Ronald P. Desjardins, MSD, DMD,

Christiansted, VI 
K. Michael Murphy, DDS, MS, 

Baltimore, MD

David L. Pfeifer, DDS, Walnut Creek, CA
Lawrence L. Phan, DMD, Brookline, MA
Preat Corporation
Robert G. Tupac, DDS, Beverly Hills, CA
Roger A. Vitter, DDS, Med, Metairie, LA
Gary S. Wetreich, DDS, Wellesley, MA
Ting-Wey Yen, DDS, Long Beach, CA

Supporter (gifts from $250 to
$499)

Lisa R. Antonoff, DDS, New York, NY
Alan H. Brodine, DMD, Rochester, NY
David T. Brown, MS, DDS, 

Indianapolis, IN
Karen J. Bruggers, DDS, Cary, NC
Stephen D. Campbell, DDS, Chicago, IL
Nancy R. Chaffee, DDS, Cary, NC
David S. Clary, DDS, Naples, FL
Tony Daher DDS, La Verne, CA
Charles W. Dorman, DDS, Stockton, CA
Lloyd A. Feinberg, DDS, New York, NY
Lily T. Garcia, DDS and David M.

Bohnenkamp, DDS, MS, 
San Antonio, TX

M. J. Gardiner
Joel H. Goldberg, DMD, Port Richey, FL
Gary R. Goldstein, DDS, 

New York City, NY
Charles J. Goodacre, DDS, 

Loma Linda, CA
H. Ray Hazen, MSD, DDS, Rochester, IN
Dean A. Hudson, DDS, Austin, TX
Brian K. Kucey, DDS, MSEd, 

Edmonton, Alberta
Katherine H. Lee, DMD, Scottsdale, AZ
Kenneth A. Malament, DDS, Boston, MA
Michael G. Marks, DDS, Bethesda, MD
Timothy L. McKinney, DDS, Bedford, NH

George E. Monasky, DDS, 
Philadelphia, PA

William W. Nagy, DDS, Dallas, TX
Marco T. Padilla, DMD, MS, 

Las Vegas, NV
Raj M. Rawal, BDS, PA, Merritt Island, FL
Frank W. Sallustio, DDS, MS, 

Sun City West, AZ
Harry B. Schwartz, DDS, Annapolis, MD
Richard R. Seals, DDS, San Antonio, TX
Charlotte L. Senseny, DMD, Torrance, CA
Alan A. Sezer, DDS, Roslyn, NY
Frank J. Tuminelli, DMD, Great Neck, NY
Nicholas A. Vero, DDS, Teacneck, NJ
Paul W. Wilkes, DDS, Tulsa, OK
Gerald K. Wong, DDS, 

El Dorado Hills, CA
Estelle Zandstra, DDS, Alpharetta, GA

Friend (gifts up to $249)
Dr. Yelitza Ararat Allen, 

Fort Lauderdale, FL
Nancy S. Arbree, DDS, MS, Boston, MA
George P. Argerakis, DDS, New York, NY
L. Eugene Beare, DDS, Peoria, AZ
John F. Bowley, DDS, Roxbury, MA
Donald A. Brunton, DDS, Conyers, GA
David E. Carrier, DDS, Cincinnati, OH 
Dr. Willy S. Chang, Singapore
Debra H. Cohn, DDS, New York, NY
Benjamin J. Czerniawski, MS, DDS,

Grosse Point Woods, MI
Fereidoun Daftary, DDS MSD, 

Beverly Hills, CA
Marion J. Edge, DDS, Louisville, KY
Terry Eggleston, DDS, Santa Rosa, CA
Carlo Ercoli, DDS, Rochester, NY

Dr. Ashraf M. Estefan, 
Port Washington, NY

Lloyd A. Feinberg, DDS, New York, NY
Sarah Foard Johnson, DMD, CMT,

Louisville, KY
Lawrence Gettleman, DMD, 

Louisville, KY
Gerald G. Goebel, DMD, Port St. Lucie

FL, 
Douglas W. Goff, DDS, Columbus, OH
Gary L. Gotsch, DDS, Ft. Wayne,  IN
Dr. Eric A. Hall, Radcliffe, KY
John W. Harrison, DMD, Meadville, PA
George M. Hribar, DDS, New York, NY
Dina D. Iomazzo, DDS, Mamaroneck, NY
Kenneth E. Jones, DDS, Fort Polk, LA
William A. Kuebker, MSD, DDS, San

Antonio, TX
Lloyd S. Landa, DDS, New York, NY
Dr. Damien G. Lee, Chicago, IL
Carol A. Lefebvre, DDS, MS, Evans, GA
Dr. William S. Lenihan III, Oak Ridge, TN
David A. Lipani, DMD, Bridgewater, NJ
Glenn B. Lucas, DDS, Houston, TX
Peter S. Lund, MS, DDS, 

Minneapolis, MN
Dr. Elena Nazarov, West Hartford, CT
Craig M. Neitzke, MS, DDS, 

Fort Meade, MD
Ferdinand G. Neurohr, MS, DMD, 

New York, NY
Bruce M. Nghiem, DMD, Iowa City, IA
Patricia Nihill, MS, DMD, Aurora, IL
Dr. Sergio M. Ortegon, New Britain, CT
John P. Osterman, DDS, New York, NY
Igor J. Pesun, MS, DMD, 

Maple Grove, MN

Paul H. Pokorny, DDS, 
Clinton Township, MI

Nader M. Roussouli, DDS, MS, 
Portland, OR

Stephen E. Recupero, DDS, 
Stoughton, MA

John L. Reyher, DDS, Danville, IL
Malena Rodriguez, DDS, 

Los Angeles, CA
Dr. Ben B. Ross, Evans, GA
Steven J. Rothenberg, DMD, Darien, CT
Brock A. Sartoris, DDS, MS, 

Las Vegas, NV
Antoine S. Sayegh, DMD, Glendora, CA
Allen M. Seeley, DDS, Stony Brook, NY
Wook-Jin Seong, DDS, MS, 

Minneapolis, MN
Fredrick A. Shaw III DDS, Austin, TX
Graham LW Simspson, DDS, 

San Diego, CA
Charles T. Stefl, DDS, Oceanside, CA
Robert B. Stewart, DDS, MS, Grosse Point

Woods, MI
Jonathan O. Twomey, DDS, Edina, MN
Mary P. Walker, DDS, MS, PhD, Kansas

City, MO
Patrick E. Walker, MSD, DDS, 

San Jose, CA
J. Gregory Wall, MSD DDS,

Charlottesville, VA
Joel A. Wasley, DDS, Haverford, PA
Michael G. Wiley, MSD, DDS, 

Colorado Springs, CO
Gerald J. Ziebert DDS, Milwaukee, WI
Ira D. Zinner, DDS, New York, NY
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ACTIVITIES
! Hollywood & Highland  
! Kodak Theatre
! Universal Citywalk Hollywood
! Catalina Island
! Southern California Wine tours
! American Cinemateheque 
! El Capitan Theatre & Entertainment
! Ford Amphitheatre & the Los Angeles

County Arts Commission
! Grauman’s Chinese Theatre
! Sony Pictures Studios

MUSEUMS
! Getty Center
! Hollywood Bowl Museum
! La Brea Tar Pits
! Los Angeles County Museum of Art
! Museum of Television & Radio
! Museum of Tolerance
! Petersen Automotive Museum
! Aquarium of the Pacific
! Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
! Korean Bell of Friendship
! Museum of Latin American Art

SHOPPING
! Farmers’ Market
! The Grove
! Rodeo Drive

RELAXATION
Catering to the stars, Los Angeles and
Beverly Hills do not lack in ways to help you
relax and unwind after a day of productive
learning and exploring at the Annual Session.
Located in the Westin Century Plaza Hotel,
the Spa Mystique offers Korean-style body
scrubs and other treatments designed to
refresh and rejuvenate.

RECREATION
! Angel’s Gate Recreation Center
! Cabrillo Beach
! Hermosa Beach
! Malibu Beach 
! Manhattan Beach
! Marina Del Rey Beach
! Santa Monica Beach
! Venice Beach

FAMILY
! Griffith Park
! Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical

Gardens
! Santa Monica Beach and Pier

What are you waiting for?  Register today!
See your pre-registration brochure enclosed
in this issue.  

Online registration is at 
www.prosthodontics.org/annual.

Photos used with permission of LA Convention &
Visitor’s Bureau, Beverly Hills Convention & Visitors
Bureau or the Westin Century Plaza Hotel & Spa.

Things to do in LA….
In addition to the many educational events going

on at the ACP Annual Session, don’t forget to
check some of the following attractions Los

Angeles has to offer.

12
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What is the 
crisis in dental
technology?

Ibelieve this crisis stems
from decreasing and, in
some programs, elimina-

tion of dental technology
education in dental
schools. In the past den-
tists were required to mas-
ter different levels of labo-

ratory procedures as part of their clinical dental
education. This technical laboratory education
gave dentists a baseline to assess quality restora-
tions. If a general dentist is not technically educat-
ed in dental laboratory procedures then what is
the basis used to assess the quality and value of
prosthetic restorations they receive from a dental
laboratory? If the dentists value of a dental labo-
ratory is based on price and not quality or service
this will definitely affect the quality standards of
prosthetic restorations in dentistry and thus
reduce the quality of care.

This reduced exposure to dental technology
during dental school education has resulted in

13

Technician’s Notes
By Robert Kreyer, CDT

Robert Kreyer, CDT

expanding the experienced dental technologist’s
role to a prosthetic technical consultant. The prob-
lem is a dental technologist’s competency expecta-
tions are increasing with sophisticated technical
requirements of new equipment and procedures
combined with our expanding functions as techni-
cal consultants.  Our technical compensation in
relation to our technical competency requirements
is very minimal as compared to other technology-
based professions. According to the NADL “entry
level salary for a dental technician is significantly
less than what other allied health professionals
make starting out”. According to McGarry and
Jacobson’s article in JADA (v.135 February 2004),
“The educational and economic imbalances of the
past are now being reversed with dental technolo-
gists being the most knowledgeable members of
the dentist/dental laboratory technician partner-
ship in the area of laboratory techniques, instru-
mentation and materials”. 

If dental school graduates are not able to assess
the quality of prosthetic restorations they receive
from a dental laboratory then what is the value in
a dental technician certification program? How
can dentistry value certification of dental techni-
cians if dental schools do not value educating
dentists in dental technology or dental laboratory
procedures to assess the quality of prosthetic
restorations? A dental team (clinical and technical)
approach to treatment is essential to provide opti-

mal patient care. To create a true prosthetic dental
team approach in restorative dentistry there must
be an integration of clinical and technical dental
education in dental schools. A concerted effort
must be made by the American Dental Education
Association, American Dental Association, Dental
Technology Educators, and Dental School
Administrators if we are to provide patients with
the optimal care they deserve and expect from the
dental profession.

Our ACP Alliance emphasizes the importance
of close interaction between dental technicians
and dental clinicians. We believe that by provid-
ing advanced dental technology education
through integrated clinical and technical continu-
ing education programs the standards for all pros-
thetic services will be elevated to the next level of
patient care.

At the ACP Annual Session in Los Angeles, our
ACP Alliance will have its first social reception.
This first Annual Alliance reception will be on
Friday October 28, 2005 from 4:00-5:30pm at the
Westin Century Plaza Hotel and Spa in Los
Angeles, California. Be a part of the exciting
changes in dental technology and become
informed by attending the ACP Annual Session
“Prosthodontics: The New Horizons” and our
ACP Alliance reception.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

PRACTICE FOR SALE

Canada (Kelowna, BC) – Prosthodontic prac-
tice for sale.  Attractive, high-income (7 figure
billings), modern 3 operatory office; computer-
ized office, digital x-ray, new panoramic machine;
all facets of prosthodontics – fixed/removable,
implants, cosmetic procedures; hygienist on staff;
very desirable area; independently appraised;
complete transition available (owner willing to
stay on as an associate); well-established referral
base.  Contact prosthodontist@hotmail.com.

PRACTICE OPPORTUNITY

Ohio
(Cincinnati 
suburb) – 
O u t s t a n d i n g
opportunity for
prosthodontist
in underserved
c o m m u n i t y.

Professional office space available in growing
Cincinnati suburb. Highly desirable space in brand
new facility situated between well-established 
periodontist and endodontist. Will build-out space
to suit. Please contact Gail at (513) 469-2779.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Illinois (Chicago) – The American College of
Prosthodontists (ACP) is seeking a skilled and
experienced manager who has the initiative to
guide the association in partnership with the vol-
unteer leaders.  The successful candidate will
demonstrate the ability to effectively manage staff,
build relationships, carefully organize all ACP
activities, and identify and develop successful
new sources of revenue.  

Founded in 1970, the American College of
Prosthodontists (ACP) is a non-profit educational
and scientific organization created to represent the
needs and interests of Prosthodontists within
organized dentistry and to the public by provid-
ing a means for stimulating awareness and inter-
est in the field of Prosthodontics. ACP has a total
membership of approximately 2,700, a budget of
just over $2.4 million with a staff of 10.
Incorporated as a 501 [c][6] nonprofit association,
ACP is governed by a 15-member Board of
Directors. ACP also operates a separate, but relat-
ed foundation to promote public access to care,
advance education in the field and support
research.  The Executive Director also serves as
Executive Director of the Foundation.  The ACP
website address is www. prosthodontics.org.  

Candidates should possess a minimum of a
Bachelor’s degree, with a master’s degree strongly
preferred. The candidates must have a minimum
of seven years experience in association manage-
ment, preferably as a CEO or COO, and experi-
ence in the health care environment. Experience
with a dental organization is a plus.  Also required
are superior management, operations, communi-
cation, and interpersonal skills; a commitment to
the highest standards of cost-effective operations;
a track-record in building and sustaining partner-
ships; financial management expertise and the ini-
tiative to develop non-dues revenue; and a detail-
orientation, with excellent follow-through.

Send resume and cover letter as soon as possi-
ble to Tuft & Associates, Attn: Kathleen R.
Henrichs, PhD, 1209 N. Astor Street, Chicago, IL
60610; 312-642-8889; matuft@tuftassoc.com. 

New York (Buffalo) – Prosthodontist Associate.
Seeking enthusiastic caring, success-oriented asso-
ciate leading to ownership in progressive, spa-
cious, high-tech, long-established prosthodontic
practice.  Unconditional commitment to excel-
lence.  Great opportunity for recent prosthodontic
graduate or associate seeking change.  Bring your
creative ideas and commitment to growth, share
caring team and enjoy beautiful lake view, golf,
sailing, winter skiing and numberous cultural
activities and professional sports teams.  Email
mfagin@adelphia.net or call (716) 633-7070.

Texas (San Antonio) – The University of Texas
Health Science Center at San Antonio Department
of Prosthodontics is seeking applicants for a
tenure-track faculty position with the primary
responsibility of patient care in a maxillofacial
prosthetics tertiary care center.  Participation in
teaching, research and service is expected.  Board
certification or commitment to becoming board-
certified, research experience and a commitment
to academic dentistry are also expected.
Qualifications include a DDS/DMD degree, com-
pletion of ADA–accredited advanced education in
prosthodontics and maxillofacial prosthetics pro-
grams, and eligibility for licensure in Texas. The
UTHSCSA is an Equal Employment
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.  All
faculty appointments are designated as security
sensitive positions. Applicants should provide a
statement delineating their qualifications and
career goals, curriculum vitae, and three 
references to: Dr. Richard Seals, Department of
Prosthodontics MSC-7912, 7703 Floyd Curl Drive
San Antonio, TX 78229-3900 or SealsR@uthscsa.edu.

CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

September 16-17, 2005; September 30-
October 1, 2005 – This course, TEETH IN AN
HOUR™, teaches dental implant surgery and
techniques including diagnosis, treatment plan-
ning, CT-Scanning, Nobel Biocare computer soft-
ware, training for manipulation of CT images and
virtual surgery, and prosthetics. Courses are pre-
sented by Thomas J. Balshi, DDS, FACP and Glenn
J. Wolfinger, DMD, FACP in Fort Washington, PA.
For more information call 215-643-5881.

September 12-14, 2005 – Traditional dental
implant surgery and one-stage TEETH IN A
DAY™ with immediate loading. Includes live sur-
gical and prosthetic treatment, lectures, slides, and
hands-on training. Presented by Thomas J. Balshi,
DDS, FACP and Glenn J. Wolfinger, DMD, FACP
in Fort Washington, PA. For more information call
215-643-5881.

Classified Advertising Policy
The ACP Messenger reserves the right to accept
materials and require publication prepayment.  

The advertiser agrees to assume all liability for
content of ads printed and must be fully autho-
rized for use of the ad’s content, including, but
not limited to, persons’ names and pictures, testi-
monials, and any copyrighted or trademarked
material.  In consideration of the publication of
advertisements, the advertiser will indemnify and
hold the publisher harmless from any loss or
expense arising out of an advertisement.

To ensure consistence in style, advertisements
will be subject to editing.  The ACP reserves the
right to decline or withdraw advertisements at its
discretion.

Place An Ad
To place your ad today, complete the inserted

form.  Photos are now being accepted for 
classified ads.  Photos must be sent to the managing
editor.  Photos will be reduced to approximately 
2 x 3in and will be published in grayscale.  Photos
are limited to 1 per ad and are subject to
approval.  

Classified ads are $55 for the first 60 words
and $1 for each additional word.  The minimum
charge is $55.  A photo is an additional $50.
Payment by check, VISA or MasterCard is
required prior to placement.  

For more information, contact the managing
editor.
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The American College of Prosthodontists
211 E Chicago Ave, Suite 1000
Chicago, IL 60611
Phone: (800) 378-1260 
Fax:  (312) 573-1257
Email: acp@prosthodontics.org
Website: www.prosthodontics.org

Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Bruce G. Valauri
333 E 34th St, Suite 1M
New York, NY 10016-4956
Phone: (212) 213-9097
Fax: (212) 725-4753
Email: bgvalauri@aol.com

Managing Editor
Kirsten Ahlen, ACP Communications Manager

Design 
Publications Associates, Inc.

Production
Mid-American Printing Systems, Inc.

Advertising Sales
MrVica and Associates
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September
20 International Academy of Gnathology

Scientific Congress 
Victoria, BC Canada

20-24 American Association of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgeons Annual Meeting
Boston, MA

26-24 ACP-CPE Complete Denture Update
Atlanta, GA

28- American Academy of Gnathologic
Oct. 1 Orthopedics Annual Meeting

Albuquerque, NM

October
5-6 American College of Dentists Annual

Meeting
Philadelphia, PA

6 National Association of Dental
Laboratories Vision 21 East
Orlando, FL

6-9 American Dental Association Annual
Session
Philadelphia, PA

6-7 American Association of Dental
Examiners Annual Meeting
Philadelphia, PA

14-15 Dr. Richard Tucker Symposium: Current
Topics In Restorative Dentistry
Vancouver, BC Canada

17-21 Academy of Dental Materials Annual
Meeting
Lake Louise Canada

19-23 American Academy of Implant Dentistry
Annual Meeting
Phoenix, AZ

19-21 Dental Trade Alliance Annual Meeting
Scottsdale, AZ

20-22 29th Annual International Aesthetic
Conference
Dallas, TX

23-25 American Academy of Maxillofacial
Prosthetics Annual Meeting
Los Angeles, CA

26-29 ACP Annual Session 
Los Angeles, CA

November
3-5 Academy of Microscope Enhanced

Dentistry Annual Session
Scottsdale, AZ

4 International College of Cranio-
Mandibular Orthopedics 
Kona, HI

16-20 American Academy of Oral &
Maxillofacial Radiology Annual Session 
Charleston, SC

17-19 ACP-CPE Prosthodontic Update 2005
Chicago, IL

25-30 Greater New York Dental Meeting
New York, NY

Calendar of Upcoming Events
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